
  

 

Welcome to the New Year, let us make 2019 a great year. 

 

A ‘thank you’ to the foster carers who were invited and met with senior managers 

in December 2018. This was an opportunity for a wide range of issues to be 

discussed, particularly around recent themes such as the amount of changes of 

children’s social worker, foster carers not being included in rehabilitation plans, 

lack of communication and thoughts around Adoption Tees Valley and the 

Pathways Service. Issues were taken seriously and senior managers have 

committed to meeting again with foster carers in the future. 

Quarterly meetings will now be arranged as your views and opinions are very 

important to us, and we welcome your support in helping to provide the best 

possible service to our children and young people. 

 

A Fostering Consultation Group to increase awareness and understanding of the 

fostering service and take steps to improve how we work and communicate 

together is being restarted, and we are asking carers to register their interest in 

becoming involved. 

If you are interested, please let us know by the end of January.  It is planned to 

schedule the first meeting in February. Please let Claire Gibbon on 01642 201997 

know if you are interest in becoming part of this group. 

  

 

 
Emma is now on maternity leave having given birth to a baby girl, Mya-Rose. 

Two social work posts are being advertised this month to support the recruitment 

campaign. 

 

 



  

 

Sons and Daughters Group 

The aim of the group is to bring the children of families who foster together to have 

some fun and share their experience of fostering. 

We had fun at the Air Trail back in August and then took the group to Hollywood 

Bowl in October.  Both events were a real success in terms of having fun and 

giving the children an opportunity to talk about their experiences.  

We are hoping to arrange another event in the February half-term and details will 

be shared. 

Please contact Donna Westmoreland on 01642 728248 for further information. 

 

Men who Foster 

We would like to welcome all male carers to attend our Men who Foster Group.   

This is a support group, run by men for men. The idea is to meet regularly with 

other male foster carers for support and to exchange tips and ideas. Have a drink 

and a laugh and put the world to rights. 

The group meet at Middlesbrough’s Municipal Golf Club. 

Address: Ladgate Lane, Middlesbrough, TS5 7YZ. 

Please contact Brian on 01642 201970 for further information. 

Connected Persons Support Group  

The next Connected Persons Support 

Group will next meet on the                             

26 February 2019 at the Easterside 

Hub. 09:30 - 11:30. 

Please call Tracy Reed on 01642 

727224 for further details.  All welcome. 

Buddy Scheme 

Interested in becoming a buddy to 

provide support to aspiring new 

carers? 

Please call Kayleigh Thompson on 

01642 201840. 



 

   

Middlesbrough Foster Carer 

Association - MFCA 

A big thank you to the Foster Carer 

Association for all your hard work organising 

summer activities, pantomimes, Halloween 

and Christmas festivities. 

Facebook Page 

“Middlesbrough Foster Carers Association” 

MFCA Meetings  

The Association meets the first Wednesday 

of every month at Easterside Hub 10am until 

12 noon. 

Everybody Welcome 

Contact the below carers for further 

information: 

Julie Hallett - 07970 966906 
Jackie Todd - 07580 030154 

Stuart Thirkell - 07764 607984  
Glen Grabham - 07731 518823 

 

Recruitment 

Our recruitment campaign never stops!  If you 

have any ideas on what we can do to recruit 

more carers, please give us your feedback 

and let us know! 

Refer a friend and if an application is 

successful receive a £50 gift voucher as a 

reward. 

Foster Carer Resource Directory 

The resource directory has now been 

reviewed and updated.  It is now available in 

PDF version. 

 

Facebook 

Facebook has proved to be a vital part of our recruitment campaign, please “like” us on 

Facebook and share with your friends and family.  

20 shares of the page means a staggering 2,000 people will see the page on their news feed 

as a recommended page! This will help raise awareness of the need of carers and is vital in 

our recruitment campaign!   

https://www.facebook.com/fosteringformiddlesbrough/ 

 

Marketing 

There has been an excellent response to the 

new advert and social media recruitment 

campaign. 

We need carers to get involved and support 

the marketing team.  Please let us know if you 

are interested in supporting us with this. 

 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwj-5M_z3cDNAhVHK8AKHRL9DoEQjRwIBw&url=http://www.m-tecgroup.com/m-tec-group-joins-facebook/&psig=AFQjCNE_xwEqhbIuO3gVV8jkd64C_2ijZg&ust=1466860068072686


  

 

Prevent Training (Formally known as WRAP or WRAP3) 

As a valued member of our service, we recognise the important role you play in a child’s life and 

we know you appreciate the need to safeguard children from all forms of risk. Some of the risks 

that young people face today include the risk of radicalisation. 

Under Section 26 of the Counter Terrorism & Security Act 2015 Local Authorities have a 

statutory duty to safeguard vulnerable young people and adults from the risk of radicalisation.  

This is a duty we take very seriously and we would like yourselves as foster carers to have the 

opportunity to have the skills to be able to recognise someone at risk and know what to do to 

safeguard them from this risk. 

To this end, the Home Office has produced two Prevent e-learning packages to give you an 

understanding on the risks of radicalisation and how to raise concerns. 

You need to complete them in order. Upon completion of each one, you will receive a PDF 

certificate of completion and a certificate number. Please send this number to Andrew who will 

update our training record and forward the numbers onto the Community Safety Team. 

Prevent e-learning level 1  

http://www.elearning.prevent.homeoffice.gov.uk 

Prevent e-learning level 2 

https://www.elearning.prevent.homeoffice.gov.uk/preventreferrals 

There is also an optional package on the CHANNEL process, which is a local authority multi 

agency approach to safeguarding a vulnerable person if they are identified, as at risk of 

radicalisation.  Again, let Andrew know if you have completed this one and the certificate 

number. 

CHANNEL e-learning packages 

https://www.elearning.prevent.homeoffice.gov.uk/channelawareness 

Training on Training 

Andrew will be holding sessions in the spring on what training is available, how to book 

external training from the LSCB and how to log on and use Middlesbrough’s training system 

LMS.  Details on these sessions will be advertised in the February. He is also working on next 

year’s training schedule, which will start in April 2019. 

Andrew can be contacted on 01642 201979 or at email Andrew_winn@middlesbrough.gov.uk 

if you have any questions around training or TSD Standards. 

 

 

 

http://www.elearning.prevent.homeoffice.gov.uk/
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https://www.elearning.prevent.homeoffice.gov.uk/channelawareness
mailto:Andrew_winn@middlesbrough.gov.uk


  

 

Fostering for Middlesbrough 

 

We now have a new website for Fostering Middlesbrough that the marketing people have 

been working hard to produce. It can be found by clicking on the link below: 

 

https://fosteringformiddlesbrough.org.uk/ 

 

You will find a lot of information around foster care in Middlesbrough. Prospective carers can 

also complete a form and request a call back to start the fostering recruitment process. 

 

You will also see that there is a foster carer’s portal. 

 

 

You can get the password from Andrew by emailing Andrew_winn@middlesbrough.gov.uk 

Work is still ongoing on the content of the portal and this will be one of the areas that 

will be discussed in the Consultation Group advised on page 1. 

 

 

 

https://fosteringformiddlesbrough.org.uk/
mailto:Andrew_winn@middlesbrough.gov.uk


On-line Course for Parents 

Middlesbrough Council has bought a year-long license for a Solihull Parenting Course, 

which is accessed on-line. There are three different courses available – Understanding 

your Pregnancy, Understanding your Baby, and Understanding your Child. 

There are around 11 modules for each course and modules can be completed in 5 – 

10 minutes. Some modules encourage homework to be done outside the course. 

Although the course has been written for parents or parents-to-be, this is also a 

valuable training resource for foster carers. We will therefore be looking to have a few 

volunteers in the New Year to have a go and evaluate the course as a carer.  Please 

let Andrew know if you are interested by the end of January, we are looking for around 

20 carers to sign up as a pilot group. 

Joanne Russell is an Early Intervention and Prevention officer in the Public Health 

Team based at the Live Well Centre in Dundas House and is responsible for 

implementing this training. 

Enrolling on the courses could not be easier; you just need to access the following 

web address, use a Middlesbrough Post code and the access code BORO: 

www.inourplace.co.uk 

 

 

http://www.inourplace.co.uk/

